
Hôtel de Beauvais (Paris, France)
Antoine Le Pautre, 1656

Background Information:

 The young King Louis XIV struggled with his romantic life. To stimulate his love life, the queen mother started a search 
for a young woman to help him. She found Catherine Beauvais. Even though Catherine was chubby, unattractive and one eyed 
she agreed to help. In return for her good deed, the queen mother built Catherine what is now the Hôtel de Beauvais, a life long 
private income and named her husband count. 
 The Hôtel de Beauvais is a 17th century hotel designed by Antoine Le Pautre. For this grand hotel, Le Pautre decided to use 
limestone to create a French Baroque façade.  After being renovated in 2003, the building is now closed to the public except for 
court audiences, as it now contains the administrative court of appeal of Paris. Although it is currently closed to public, one can 
still appreciate the impressive Baroque workmanship present in the woodcarvings. 

Architecture:

 When Le Pautre designed this hotel, he borrowed ideas that were common to other “hôtel particuliers”. For example, sym-
metry was a must as well as the vertical bands of old stone. He was also able to create an illusion of space by pulling peoples’ 
focus to the center of the townhouse and its ornate upper levels. 
 Nonetheless, Le Pautre was able to distinguish the design of this hotel from others. As a possible continuation of an an-
cient roman tradition, public shops are located along the ground level of the hotel along with different paths for the servants and 
noblemen. The Hôtel de Beauvais was constructed on a site that was originally occupied by three medieval houses. As opposed to 
completely doing away with the structures, Le Pautre saved the foundation and made them a distinguishable aspect of the Hôtel 
de Beauvais. This also created for many unusual details in the plans. For example, the “corps de logis”, which is the main section 
of the hotel, is placed along the street with a symmetrical courtyard (cour d’honneur) behind it, the angled passage from the 
court to the Rue de Jouy and the semicircular ending of the court. 

Existing Conditions:

 Le Pautre gained a lot of respect from fellow architects for incorporating the existing foundations into the Hôtel de Beau-
vais. The existing structures helped lead to the design of a proportioned courtyard, designed in the shape of a violin. In addition 
to using the foundat ions of the three original medieval houses, he was successfully able to work with an irregular site and create 
a symmetrical façade. Throughout time, Le Pautre also gained respect for the hotel’s influence on an open or free plan, which is 
especially noticeable in the central courtyard.   
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